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Ninth Grade Curriculum 

 

Theology 
Introduction to Sacred Scripture 
Honors Designation Available 

Course Texts: 

 The Holy Bible. Revised Standard Version: Catholic Edition. San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1966. 

Preferred, (T2001 or T2002) 

 Catechism of the Catholic Church. Liberia Editrice Vaticana and United States Catholic Conference. 

New York: Doubleday, 1997. (T2243A) 

 Introduction to the Bible. Fr. John Laux, M.A. Rockford, Ill.: Tan Books and Publishers, Inc. 1990. 

(T2143) 

 The Catholic Catechism. Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J. New York: Doubleday, 1981. (T2244) 

 Kolbe Academy Study Guide for Introduction to the Bible. Napa: Kolbe Academy Press, 2005. 

(T2143A) 

 Kolbe Academy Study Guide for Humani Generis. Napa: Kolbe Academy Press, 2000. 

Course Description: This course is designed to familiarize the student with the revealed word of God. It explains 

how we come to know Christ, the Word of God, better through both the Old and New Testaments. The course 

introduces the student to methods of reading and understanding God's Word and teaches the student the content 

and significance of the Old and New Testaments. The Bible History course offered in 7th & 8thGrade is a helpful pre-

requisite to this course. 

This course will enable the student to understand and embrace the Church's teaching on Divine Revelation, in both 

Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition; understand the role of the Magisterium in preserving, defending, interpreting, 

and explaining the Word of God; become familiar with the Messianic prophecies and their fulfillment in Christ, and 

recognize the Church, in her four marks, prefigured in Israel; know how to read God's Word with understanding and 

to begin to read it prayerfully and profitably; understand the historical and eternal significance of the Incarnation, 

public ministry, Crucifixion, and Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ; trace the development of the Church from its 

founding by our Lord to the death of the last Apostle and the closing of public revelation, and to understand our Lord's 

provisions for the continuity of His Holy Church from then to now; and find and explain the New Testament passages 

that teach the Real Presence of our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, as well as the passages referring to the other six 

sacraments. 

 

Literature  
Ancient Greek Literature 
Honors Designation Available 

Course Texts: 

 Homer, The Iliad of Homer. Trans. Richmond Lattimore. The University of Chicago Press: Chicago, 

1961. (T3441) 

 Homer, The Odyssey of Homer. Trans. Richmond Lattimore. Harper Perennial: New York, 1967. 

(T3442) 

 Aeschylus, The Oresteian Trilogy. Trans. Philip Vellacott. Penguin Books: London, 1959. (T3443) 

 Sophocles, The Theban Tragedies. Trans. E. F. Watling. Penguin Books: London, 1974. (T3446) 

 Plato, Great Dialogues of Plato. Trans. W.H.D. Rouse. Signet Classic: New York, 2008. (T3451) 



 Dorsch, T.S. Trans. Classical Literary Criticism. "Poetics" of Aristotle. Penguin Books: London, 2000. 

(T3452) 

 King, Abigail. Classics Conference: The Greeks. Kolbe Academy Press: Napa, 2002. (K2662 or 

K2664), Optional 

 Greek Literature Weekly Quiz Book and Study Guide. Kolbe Academy Press: Napa, 2008. (T3460) 

 Kolbe Academy Study Guide to The Iliad. Kolbe Academy Press: Napa, 2008. (T3441A) 

 Kolbe Academy Study Guide to The Odyssey. Kolbe Academy Press: Napa, 2005. (T3442A) 

 Kolbe Academy Study Guide to The Three Theban Plays. Kolbe Academy Press: Napa, 2005. 

(T3446A) 

 Kolbe Academy Study Guide to The Oresteian Trilogy. Kolbe Academy Press: Napa, 2005. (T3443A) 

 Kolbe Academy Study Guide to Great Dialogues of Plato. Kolbe Academy Press: Napa, 2008. 

(T3451A) 

 Kolbe Academy Study Guide to the Art of Poetry. Kolbe Academy Press: Napa, 2005. (T3452A) 

Course Description: 

This course is a companion to the Greek history course. It introduces the student to the foundational works of Greek 

literature and Western culture, as well as to the study of genres and literary forms. The texts of antiquity are studied 

for their universal appeal to the human experience, as well as for their influence upon the great thinkers and 

development of the West. The Greek epics, plays, and philosophy are referenced throughout the literary and 

intellectual works of Western thinkers to this day. 

Students will identify and examine the inter-relationship between the four primary genres of all imitative forms of 

literature: the epic, the lyric, the tragedy, and the comedy; identify and use literary devices and figures of speech such 

as: similes, metaphors, allegories, fables, parables; imitate these genres and literary devices in his writing, in order to 

understand more deeply the nature and power of these forms; become familiar with the greatest examples of Greek 

literature, and their impact upon Western literature and modes of thought throughout subsequent history; compare 

and contrast Greek ideals of heroism and virtue with the Christian understanding of these ideals, and identify what 

ways Greek thought served as preparation for the Gospel. 

 

History 
World History I: Ancient Greece 
Honors Designation Available 

Course Texts: 

 Herodotus: The Histories. Tran. Aubrey De Sélincourt. Penguin Books: London, 1996. (T7820) 

 Thucydides: The History of the Peloponnesian War. Tran. Rex Warner. Penguin Books: London, 1954. 

(T7815) 

 Plutarch, The Rise and Fall of Athens: Nine Greek Lives. Tran. Ian Scott-Kilvert. Penguin Books: London, 

1960. (T7819) 

 Xenophon: The Persian Expedition (Anabasis). Tran. Rex Warner. Penguin Books: London, 1949. 

(T7816) 

 Plato, Great Dialogues of Plato. Trans. W.H.D. Rouse. Signet Classic: New York, 1984. (T3451) 

 King, Abigail. Classics Conference The Greeks. Kolbe Academy Press: Napa, 2002. (K2662 or K2664), 

Optional 

 Kolbe Academy Weekly Quiz Book for Greek History. Kolbe Academy Press: Napa, 2002. (T7825) 

 Kolbe Academy Study Guide to Herodotus. Kolbe Academy Press: Napa, 2005. (T7820A) 

 Kolbe Academy Study Guide to Thucydides . Kolbe Academy Press: Napa, 2005. (T7815A) 

 Kolbe Academy Study Guide to Xenophon's Persian Expedition & Plutarch's Rise and Fall of Athens . 

Kolbe Academy Press: Napa, 2005. (T7816A) 

 Kolbe Academy Study Guide to Great Dialogues of Plato. Kolbe Academy Press: Napa, 2000. (T3451A) 

Course Description: 



This course examines the great civilization of ancient Greece, beginning around 600 B.C. with the rise of the Lydian 

state, and concentrating on the rise and fall of Athens. The course reads the great ancient histories of the Persian 

and Peloponnesian Wars. It then examines Plato's view of the ideal state. Plato's state can be compared to the actual 

Greek states and to modern day Republics.The study of ancient Greece is vital to any genuine understanding of the 

movement and progress of History in the West. The personalities and events from this prominent era in history have 

largely influenced those of later times.This course will enable the student to observe the timelessness of human 

relations and the similarities of man's responses to the conditions in which he finds himself, across time periods; 

discover the similarities of and difference between ancient Greek and Christian ideas of virtue; trace the cause and 

effect of political developments in the ancient world and, by extension, in the modern; identify the periods of ancient 

history and major characters of the period; become familiar with the map of the ancient world and the seeds of 

modern conflicts; and relate modern historical situations and documents to their ancient antecedents. 

 

 
Geometry (Jacobs) 
Honors Designation available 

Course Texts: 

 Geometry: Seeing, Doing, Understanding, Harold Jacobs, 3rd edition, © 2003 (T4101) 

 Teacher's Manual (T4101A), Optional 

 Geometry DVD Lectures (T4101D), Optional 

Course Description: 

This Geometry course can follow any Algebra I program, whether the student has used Saxon Algebra I, Jacob's 

Elementary Algebra, or another First year Algebra course. If questions should arise about the preparedness of a 

student for this course, please contact the Academic Advisor department at Kolbe Academy. This course presents all 

the geometrical concepts in a traditional fashion to the high school student. This course will sufficiently prepare the 

student for questions on the math section of the PSAT, ACT, or SAT standardized tests. Students completing this 

course as well as a previous Algebra I program will be ready to take the traditional second year of Algebra II. 

Student's who wish to continue on in the Saxon mathematics series upon completion Jacob's Geometry will find 

much repetition in the Saxon Algebra II course because the majority of the material covered is Geometry. Students 

choosing to continue with Saxon after this course should be prepared to take through Advanced Mathematics I in 

order to complete all the Algebra II concepts necessary to succeed on the ACT and SAT standardized tests. It is 

more desirable for students to pursue a traditional Algebra II course following this Geometry course. The Kolbe 

Academy recommended course of study includes continuing with Foerster's Algebra and Trigonometry upon 

completion of the Jacob's Geometry text. 

The Harold Jacob's Geometry text includes engaging language that will help to keep the interest of the student 

throughout the duration of the course. The lessons are set up to challenge students, yet offer sound explanations to 

give students the tools to complete problems efficiently. The author has set his text up to include three sets of 

problems with each lesson so as to present the basic concepts in Set I exercises, applications in Set II exercises, and 

extension of concepts in Set III exercises. Finally, there are Algebra reviews located at the end of most chapters in 

the student textbook. 

This course is typically done in 9th or 10th grade. Topics include: conditional statements, direct and indirect proofs, 

Pythagorean theorem, lines and angles, congruence, inequalities, parallel lines, quadrilaterals, transformations, area, 

similarity, the right triangle, circles, the concurrence theorems, regular polygons and the circle, Geometric solids, and 

non-Euclidean geometry. 

 

Science Curriculum 
Biology 
Honors Designation Available 

Course Texts: 



 Biology by Miller and Levine (2006), Prentice Hall, (T5153) 

 Prentice Hall Biology Virtual Labs CD-ROM (T5153A) 

 Kolbe Academy Biology Answer Key and Online Student Access (T5153B), Optional 

 Kolbe Academy Lab Report Writing Guide, (T5140), Optional 

Church Teaching Materials: 

 Humani Generis, an Encyclical Letter of Pius XII (1950) (Available online free) 

 Kolbe Academy Humani Generis Study Guide (T5150A) 

 Chance or Purpose? Creation, Evolution, and a Rational Faith, Christoph Cardinal Shoenborn (T5154A) 

 Catechism of the Catholic Church (T2243A) 

 Optional Church Teaching Materials (not available from Kolbe): Humanae Vitae, Familiaris 

Consortis, Evangelium Vitae, Casti Connubii, Theology of the Body (Pope John Paul II) 

Course Description: 

This course is designed to give students an appreciation of creation and of the order and complexity of living things. 

The course plans outline a track for a Kolbe Academy Core course (K) and a Kolbe Academy honors course (H) in 

Biology. The "Core Biology" track will emphasize the basic biological processes of how life systems work while the 

"Honors Biology" track will outline the more in depth physiological processes of life systems. 

The science of biology presents the student with some of the bioethical issues that exist in today's world, such as 

stem cell research, genetic engineering, and cloning. It is the role of the parent to discuss these issues with the 

student and instruct the student in Church Teaching. We have done our best to point out these controversial issues 

and to provide guidance on how to address them. For example, the topic of evolution is studied alongside the 

Church's teaching in Humani Generis. Miller and Levine's Biology book periodically includes an "Issues in Biology" 

segment which should be used as points of discussion between the student and parent. It is important to bring in the 

Church's teaching on moral and bioethical issues during these discussions. Projects have been assigned during 

some weeks so that the student can explore the Church's teachings on controversial topics on their own. 

The honors track, although up to the parent's discretion, is aimed for students who have previously had a solid 

background in physical science. A student who still wishes to pursue this course as an honors course that did not 

follow the recommended course of study for physical science, may find the pace of the course challenging. These 

students should be sure to allot extra time for their studies. The honors track should be followed if students wish to 

have the opportunity to take the AP test in Biology as most of the topics needed to be successful on the Biology AP 

exam are covered. Since this book is NOT a college text, it is important to study for the AP with an AP specified study 

guide for Biology. To see the AP Biology requirements, go to www.collegeboard.com. 

This course is typically done in 9th or 10th grade and includes the following topics: the nature of life, ecology, cells, 

genetics, evolutionary theory, microorganisms and fungi, plants, invertebrates, chordates, and the human body. Lab 

work is suggested throughout the lesson plan through the use of the Virtual Lab CD and labs in the textbook that do 

not require extensive materials. Alternate labs from the textbook are suggested with every Virtual Lab assignment for 

students who wish to complete a hands-on lab using this text. 

 

Latin I (Henle) 
Course Texts: 

 Henle, Robert J., S.J. Henle First Year Latin. Loyola Press: Chicago, 1958. (T6061) 

 Answer Key to Henle First Year Latin. (T6061A), Optional 

 Henle, Robert J., S.J. Henle Latin Grammar. Loyola Press: Chicago, 1958. (T6060) 

Course Description: 

Latin is the language of the Church; as such it is an integral part of every Catholic's heritage. This course in Latin will 

give a comprehensive introduction to Latin grammar. Students will complete the first twenty-eight lessons in Henle 

First Year Latin. By diligent work in this course, the student will obtain a sound foundation of Latin vocabulary; an 

introductory grasp of Latin grammar and syntax; facility in Latin pronunciation; an expanded English vocabulary, by 

understanding etymology of Latin derivatives; and a reinforced grasp of English grammar through the study of Latin 

grammar. 

http://www.collegeboard.com/


Topics covered include: Verbs: all four conjugations, indicative, imperative and subjunctive moods; noun cases: 

nominative, genitive, accusative, ablative, and vocative; forms of first, second, third, fourth and fifth declension nouns; 

present and perfect tenses, active and passive voices of verbs; demonstratives, personal pronouns, reflexive 

pronouns; relative pronouns; Sum; Student assignments include daily vocabulary work throughout the year, 

composition work, and reading & speaking exercises. 

 

 

Composition  
Texts Used: 

 Lost Tools of Writing Student Workbook, Andrew Kern 2009, (CiRCE Store Online) 

Course Description: 

The Lost Tools of Writing™ Level One lays the foundation for higher level thinking, writing, and speaking skills. It 

prepares students for intensive readings of great works, story-telling, poetry writing, oratory, debate, teaching, and 

other human activities that involve thinking, communication, and decision making. It lays the foundations for high 

school and college-level writing and thinking.  

 


